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          Dr. T. McPhail, Office: 236 GSB, phone: 516-6640, e-mail: stlmcph@umsl.edu
Clark Hall 200

INTRODUCTION:

                        The class will look at the changing area of development communication/media. This area has focused on Third World issues and how modernization has essentially failed to deliver change in developing nations or regions. The lack of telephone service, illiteracy, few indigenous media successes, and lack of connectivity to the internet all come into play. After more than five decades of development, the southern hemisphere, or peripheral nations, still lack access to modern telecommunications and mass media. This course will address the history, major approaches, theories, the role of NGOs, the “CNN Effect”, and the paradigm shift currently underway.  

                         It is this shift which will make the course unique. The key aspect is that for decades the old paradigm had an economic focus or lens, whereas the new focus is on broader policy matters with a social lens. One of the emerging roles is how are media and telecom systems promoting democracy as well as quality of life/environment issues. Part of the change is a bottom-up or grass roots approach rather than top down decision-making which has dominated the field since the end of World War 11. 

                        Over the past decade some objections to globalization have emerged as well. Not all see the same benefits, if any. The benefits of globalization are not evenly shared by all. Compounding this criticism is the post Cold War fear of the United States becoming a hegemonic power and defining aid and international policies to suit donor nation goals, and not receiving nations. There has been a significant increase in feminist scholarship and the role of women during this same time frame. The bulk of the benefits go to nations in the northern hemisphere; farmers, laborers, artists, and others in the Third World see little improvement. Development communication/media for whom is a critical issue.
Textbook: Ernest Wilson, Information Revolution and Developing Countries, (MIT Press, 2006) ISBN 0-262-73178-9.
All classes: 9:00-11:15 and 11:45-2:00. (I am willing to meet students after classes)
January
2 Overview of course and topics, definitions, history of development/modernization, economic focus, GNP, Pres. Truman’s Point 4 plan. Power-point demo
3 Assignments, refereed journals, discussion of early theory, Everett Rogers’ diffusion model, 
4  presentations, critical theory, non-economic variables (12:00-2:00) TJLibrary seminar and  research PAPER activities
7 presentations, discussion about foreign aid and foundations, Liberation theology, TEST NO. 1

8 WSTheory, hegemony and resistance, Gramasci’s theory, NGOs, meetings re: research paper
9 International Network for Cultural Development, UNDP, UNESCO- convention, IPDC activities,  WTO’s role, writing lab presentation
10 Presentations on research papers, digital divide, ITU, World Summit on Information Society, Entertainment-education theory 
11 Final group of presentations, TEST NO. 2
14 PAPER DUE-236 GSB
TEST NO. 1 a. lectures, b. Wilson book, chapter 1, “Puzzles to be solved” pp.1-36

c. articles including McPhail, Wilkins and Mody, Eva Szalvai pp. 1-10.
TEST NO. 2  a. lectures, b. rest of textbook,  c.  Szalvai pp. 11-33, d. M. Rice article

Presentations: 8-10 minutes, minimum 6 power-point slides/frames

Research paper: Minimum 7 pages, including bibliography. 2 books, 5 referred journals 

